
Constructive dialogue and 
collaboration towards better cat 

welfare. 
Presented by 
Christine Yurovich 



Objectives of CAA 

In Australia hundreds of 
thousands of cats are killed 
each year.  
Shelters and Local Councils 
are so overwhelmed they are 
often not able to offer 
support to people who find a 
stray. 
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Our Aims: 
 Cat Alliance of Australia Inc. aims to fill this gap in 

current resources by offering support and advice to the 
community, by supplying information on humane cat 
control programs and partnership with compassionate 
veterinarians offering high volume low cost cat de 
sexing. 

 By using modern techniques, empowering cat lovers 
and collaborating with like-minded organisations, we 
are able to mentor the community in managing their 
cat populations in a humane and effective way. 
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OUR MISSION 
 To elevate the cats in our community and promote the 

welfare of both owned and un owned cats.  
 Save lives by making affordable de sexing easily accessible 

to the community  
 Decrease the amount of homeless cats in shelters 

through increased awareness, education and prevention 
management.  

 Support a collaborative approach between shelters , 
rescue organisations and local councils animal 
management departments and veterinarians and facilitate 
the sharing of information by these groups.   

 Education through media, brochures ,DVD presentations 
and annual symposiums. 
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TRAP, NEUTER AND RETURN 
 Cat Alliance of Australia Inc. actively  supports Trap, Neuter 
and Return as the accepted method of feral and semi 
domestic cat  population control as recognised and used 
throughout the world. With education and mentoring we will 
lead the progress of new, innovative, non lethal programs for 

the betterment of the cat population. 
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TWO BECOMES THIRTY TWO 

.Gypsy Rose and Mischka  two third 
generation kittens trapped . Pregnant at 4 
months delivered 6 kittens each who were 
de sexed and rehomed. Two cats had been 
left of this property by the end of trapping 
there was a total of 32. 
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ABONDONMENT OF CATS (DOGS) 
ON RENTAL AND SOLD PROPERTIES 
 As part of our strategy for a better 

outcome for animals is to make people, 
business’s and government accountable for 
animal welfare. 

 There is a solution for almost every part of 
animal welfare but the system is broken 
because those who are supposed to be 
supporting the various area ‘s of welfare 
have broken down due to overload.  

 Fielding some 4 calls a day sometimes up 
to 7 a day from our website from people 
who had been left one or more cat or dog 
from the previous tenant, property owner 
or commercial premises we decided that 
something had to be done to improve and 
support the system. 

 We began work at the source of the 
problem with the two laws that already 
exist and  apply here.  
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The law: 
 

The Campaign:  

 RIEWA and State Housing. 

   To inform and assist. 

 

 Dissemination of information 
to their members and 
employees of the laws. 

 

 Give access to help on 
abandonment on our website. 

 

 Results more calls but better 
outcome for all. 

 

 
1. Animals are chattels by law and 

therefore have to be settled when a 
property is sold or a rental released 
 
 

2. Abandonment of an animals is 
against the law and carries fines 
and penalties  by the RSPCA. 
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Who is responsible for abandoned 
cats. 
 The sad fact is that nobody 

“takes” responsibility even 
though there is a law and a 
responsibility. 

 RIEWA/State housing – fully 
informed and can act. 

Problems arising from 
reporting abandonment. 

 Welfare agents and Rescue 
groups are full. 

 RSPCA have no room and not 
enough rangers.. 

 Aged and pregnancy a barrier. 
 

So we have a solution to a problem 
but a system meltdown and total 
overload  of animal shelters to help 
deal with the problem. 
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What can we do to improve 
 Have a pet friendly lease –

accountability and awareness of 
responsibility. 
 

 Reporting  Abandonment. 
Assist RIEWA and State 
Housing report offenders and 
that abandoned   cats are 
collected and dealt   with 
immediately. 

 Encourage efficiency in 
shelters. Ensure that animal 
rescue and welfare groups can 
improve their capacity and 
response to collecting all 
abandoned cats by encouraging  
up to date methods. 
 

 A stitch in time saves  the 3,200 
kittens that a mother cat can be 
responsible for in her life time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The consequences of doing nothing 
means just by the calls we field  in a 
year 1,460 potential breeding cats 
with 11,600 kittens to be euthanized 
by the end of the year. 
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What have we done to date 
 Awareness: We have made 

people, industry and 
governments aware of the extent 
of animal abandonment. 

 What to do: We have the 
housing and commercial 
industry informing their clients, 
members and employees on 
what to do in case of 
abandonment of animals. 

 Pet Friendly Leases: We have 
industry being responsible for 
pet friendly leases. 

 Website with all information to 
deal with abandonment. 

Cat Alliance of Australia Inc 



So where to from here 
 Rescue is not a solution alone we 

have to make sure that all facets of 
animal welfare work in unison. 

 Laws alone do not work as Laws 
are only as good as the 
implementation and dissemination 
of information. 

 Desex and Microchip is a very 
important part of animal 
management and control. Reducing 
unwanted pregnancies and all 
animals have an owner. 

 Trap, neuter and return is the only 
way of management of semi feral 
and feral cats that are essential for 
the balance of nature but also 
controls colonies and saves 
duplication. 

 Encourage other states to follow. 
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The End 

Cat Alliance of Australia Inc 

Website: www.catallianceaustralia.org 

The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the 
service of others Ghandi. 

                                                                     


